
Community Haven’s News Line 

4405 DeSoto Road, Sarasota, FL 34235-3620   

Phone:  941-355-8808  Fax:  941-359-8520  E-mail: info@communityhaven.com 

Calendar and News Line now available on web site  www.communityhaven.com 

 

Human Resources:  Susan Creech, Director 
Thank you for your dedicated service to Community Haven 
Years of Service:  
9               Susan Creech, Dr. HR and Admin            
8               Laura Griffith, Selby Preschool Sub   
8               Sue Matuszak, Selby Preschool Sub   
8               Michele Neubauer, Selby Preschool Admin   
5               Rachael Palmer, Transition Instructor   
4               Sally Goebel, Occupational Training Program Manager 
3               Lisa O’Rourke, CES Employment   
1               Walter Bellar, Bus Driver    
1               James Harris, Direct Care Staff Community Living 
1               Nicole Leach, Direct Care Staff Community Living 
1               DebraTorger,Art Instructor Occupational Training 
 

 
Community Employment Services:  Kathy McCabe, Coordinator 
Community Employment Services has been busy collaborating with the Division 
of Vocational Rehabilitation.      VR’s recently implemented REBA system for 
referrals. The  CES staff has been  vigilant in their efforts with the VR counselors 
to make sure no referrals are delayed or “lost in cyberspace”. 
A shout out to our newest employer, the Blu Que Island Grill in Siesta Key.   
Thank you for supporting employment for our  participant.  Thank you for making 
our community a better place to live!!!!  Next time you are visiting Siesta Key 
remember to stop in to the Blu Que for a bite to eat and make sure to thank them 
for supporting Community  Haven’s  employment efforts. 

Farewell and good luck to Employment Specialist, Kim McNinch.  Kim has 

worked in both the Projects with Industry Program and Employment Service and 

is leaving to pursue an opportunity closer to her St. Pete home.  GOOD LUCK! 

Community Living: Brad Jones, Coordinator 
The resident’s of Community Living are embarking on the program’s first annual 
vacation on February 10th thru the 12th. We will be going to Orlando and staying 
at the Mystic Dunes Resort and Spa. We plan on visiting Sea World and going to 
Downtown Disney to shop and dine. The residents and staff are looking forward 
to a action packed weekend. Community Living is planning on rolling out an 
exercise group that will meet 3 times a week to engage in cardio and strength 
training early this month. Community Living is in the early stages of gathering a 
group together to volunteer for Habitat for Humanity. We will be helping build 

housing for those in need and hope to start in late February. I want to thank 
the Community Living staff for providing such great care for our resi-
dents and working as a team to ensure all their needs are met. I am 
grateful to have such a great team to work with! 
 
 
Aktion Club:  Nisha Smith, Coordinator 
February 14 the Aktion Club will be at The Pines for the celebration of Valentines 
Day.   Everyone remember to wear Red the color of the day. Aktion Club will be 
sending our package of Valentines for Vets in the Haley Hospital on February 
10th, so if you would like to send cards,  pictures or candy have it to Nisha in the 
office before the 8th. 

 
Selby Preschool:  Michelle Neubauer, Program  Assistant 
May your New Year begin with good health & happiness! We are invited to join 
Tabernacle’s Snow Day. With almost 10 tons of snow being made, the children 
will explore and join the fun discovering snow.  For Valentine’s Day, Shoe Party 
will be given at Selby. The children from Center for Montessori are coming to 
give each child a new pair of shoes! Soon we will start Parenting Class. This 
will be a very helpful valuable lesson as well as meeting other parent/caregivers 
too.  Please contact us if you can come to join the class. Have a wonderful 
February sweethearts! 

 
 Occupational Training:  Sally Goebel, Coordinator     
The first month of the year has flown by.  We said “Goodbye” to Rachael as she 
transferred to the Transitions program and we welcome Kathleen Pratt from 
Community Living in her place.   Aktion Club’s   February Healthy Fare Lunch-
eon will be chicken/bean enchiladas, tomato and onion, homemade chips and 
fruit salad.  The money raised from the luncheon will be used to support one of 
Aktion Club’s charitable projects.  February Aktion Club Luncheon and meeting 
has been rescheduled to Tuesday, February 14th at The Pines.  Everyone has 
been busy working on contract work, doing janitorial and grounds maintenance 
work and now happily creating Valentine artwork for the veterans and family and 
friends.  Our chair caning crew would happily accept any and all chairs for rush-
ing and re-caning!! 

Happy Valentine’s Day to all!! 

Transitions:   
The Transition Program has had many changes in the last month.  We are sad to 

see Jamie leave after being such an asset to our teens, but we wish her well in 

her pursuit of her education and internship in the field of mental health.   Lisa 

has accepted the position of coordinator for  transitions and we are happy to 

have Rachael back from working with the adults, who continue to have a special 

place in her heart.   Trips to the schools and interacting to make transitions bet-

ter for our students continues to be the focus of our activities, but we have also 

enjoyed expanding our brains with training.  We look forward to our team work.  

Thank you to everyone who has helped in the interim. 

Development:  Anny Barker Schefler, Development Assistant 
February may be the shortest month of the year but it is jam-packed with im-
portant events! On Friday Feb. 3rd from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm Community Haven 
will be at the Lakewood Ranch monthly concert series “Music on Main” Come 
out and dance to “The Billy Rice Band” and support Community Haven.  All 
proceeds from the Beer and Wine sales from the street vendors will be donated 
to Community Haven… Board members and staff will be pouring the drinks so 
come on out and say “Hi”!!  MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  The Service Club of 
Manatee County will be hosting their 47th Annual Antique Show and Sale at the 
Civic Center in Bradenton on February 17th, 18th, & 19th.  Tickets for the Preview 
Gala on Friday Feb. 17th are $10.00 in advance and $20.00 @the door, See 
Marla Doss for tickets or call 941-355-8808 ext. 224. On Feb. 9th @ 10:00 am in 
the Red Barn on campus we will hold a “Celebration of Life” for a very special 
man, Lee Gradert, father of Barry Gradert.  Please join the Community Haven 
and Gradert Families in remembering Lee.  We also would like to celebrate the 
Life of one of our sweet friends “Lovely Linda” Blom, Haven client and Kaleido-
scope Actor.  Join the Blom Family, Asolo & Community Haven staff at the Red 
Barn on campus, Sunday Feb. 26th @ 7:00 pm to celebrate an amazing wom-
an.  Remember February is the month for LOVE!! ~Anny   

 

TO PARENTS, CAREGIVERS AND FRIENDS OF PARTICIPANTS IN COMMUNITY HAVEN FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES, INC. 

February 2012 

 

DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH 2011 ISSUE IS   

Wednesday, FEBRUARY  15, 2012 



 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
With the purpose of empowering individuals with  

Developmental Disabilities,  

their families, and our community to come together, 

The Developmental Disabilities Committeeof the Community Alliance  

of Sarasota 

invite you to attend our Disabilities Summit 
 

 “Our Community, Breaking Boundaries” 

Tuesday, February 28th, 2012 

8:30am – 12 noon 

 

Sarasota County School Board Building  

Blue awning entrance - Room 221 
 

*Continental Breakfast provided by FND Manasota and  

the Prader-Willi Syndrome Association. 

We will gather for lunch afterwards at the Olive Garden 

 for those who are able to stay. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Jamie Mahadeo 
Business Professional 
Sarasota County Human Services 
2200 Ringling Boulevard, Suite 2001 
Sarasota, Florida  34237 
(941) 861-2563  
jmahadeo@scgov.net 

mailto:jmahadeo@scgov.net

